
 

 

NETTLEBED PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
 
 
 

Minutes of the meeting of the Nettlebed Parish Council at  
Nettlebed Village Club, High Street, Nettlebed on  

Tuesday 7th October 2025 at 7.30pm 
 

Councillors 
Present:    Chair:  Andy Bryan (AB)  

Councillors:  Amanda Foister (AF), Geoff Bond (GB),  
Following co-option: Stuart Mackie (SM), 
Emilia Henderson (EH), Conway Shaw (CS) 
 

  
In attendance:  Jo Pugh (JP), Parish Clerk, Cllr. Ben Higgins (BH)  
 

Also present:    6 members of the public  
 

MINUTES 
 

390/25 To receive and accept apologies for absence 

 Ondrej Žacko sent his apologies.  

391/25 Requests for Dispensations, Declarations of Interest, gifts and hospitality 

 There were none.  

392/25 To facilitate public participation with regard to items on the agenda 
It should be noted that the time allocated for the public session is a total of 10 minutes for 
all those wishing to speak. 

 The Chair welcomed members of the public in the gallery and invited introductions along 
with reasons for attending. Simon Thorp (ST) introduced himself and spoke about ideas for 
improving recreation and play opportunities in the village. He highlighted the lack of a 
community hub. He shared his professional background in sport and outlined a concept for 
developing a multi-use recreational area to create a community space suitable for all ages, 
and emphasised the importance of accessibility and community engagement and expressed 
willingness to lead on this initiative. Those present noted strong public interest in 
developing recreational and sporting facilities within the parish Action: AB to liaise with ST 
to discuss options with a view to forming a working group to progress ideas for community 
recreation facilities. Tom Edwards, Treasurer, Nettlebed Sports Association (NSA) was 
interested in discussions about the new playground project and confirmed the Association’s 
support for increasing local play and sports opportunities. Jack Shaylor, F45 Training, 
expressed an interest in how Parish funds are allocated within the community and offered to 
assist with any working party focused on play areas, play trails, or outdoor gym projects. 
Stuart Mackie, Emilia Henderson and Conway Shaw had applied to become co-opted 
members of the Parish Council, and a further resident was in attendance. 

393/25 To receive a report from the South Oxfordshire District Councillors for Nettlebed 



 

 

 Cllr. Jo Robb September report, circulated (08.09.25): includes information on the Councillor 
Community Grant Scheme – closes 5 December. The CIL Grant Fund opens in January 2026 -
£750k is available any groups planning to apply should start planning their applications now. 
District Councillor Update – Oct 2025  

394/25 To receive a report from the Oxfordshire County Councillor for Nettlebed 

 Cllr Ben Higgins reported on recent community engagement and key Oxfordshire County 
Council (OCC) updates: Two successful drop-in sessions have been held with Watlington 
Parish Council, with strong resident participation. These will continue monthly and may 
expand to other areas if there is demand. BH spent a day with the OCC network 
coordination team to better understand and manage future conflicts between utility works 
and resident needs. Intervention in early October prevented a Thames Water road closure 
over Christmas in Christmas Common. 

OCC Updates: OCC’s Oxfordshire Employment service has successfully renewed its national 
accreditation for supporting people with disabilities into work. Oxford Congestion Charge: 
The temporary congestion charge (intended for 1 year) starts 29 October. Free Park & Ride 
bus travel will be available for three months. Apply for a permit here. Digital Twin Project: 
OCC is investing £500,000 in a “digital twin” of Oxfordshire’s mobile network to help 
improve coverage. The Joint Strategic Needs Assessment 2025 is now published. The Dream 
Machine event at County Hall saw strong participation from local entrepreneurs. 
Consultations: Various consultations are open on Let’s Talk Oxfordshire. The SODC 
Councillor Community Grant scheme (open until 5 Dec) and the Common Ground Resilience 
Fund are currently accepting applications. Joint Local Plan Rejected by Inspectors: South 
Oxfordshire and the Vale of White Horse District Councils have been advised to withdraw 
their Joint Local Plan from examination after planning inspectors found the plan failed to 
meet the statutory duty to co-operate in relation to addressing Oxford City’s unmet housing 
need. OCC Parish Report October 2025 

395/25 To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 2nd September 2025 and to 
receive the minutes of the Crocker End Green Common Management Committee meeting 
held on 23rd September, previously circulated 

 The Council Resolved that the minutes from the meeting on 2nd September be accepted as a 
true record and were signed by the Chair. The minutes of the CEGCMC Meeting had not yet 
been circulated. 

396/25 To consider vacancies and any applications for co-option 

 The Chair confirmed that the Parish Council currently has four vacances and three 
applicants. He invited the applicants to share a little about their background and what skills 
and experience they could bring to the Parish Council. 

Conway Shaw (CS) said he has lived in Nettlebed for nearly 10 years. Took early retirement 
in 2021 and now has more time to contribute to the community. He is actively involved in 
several local initiatives, including the OAP lunch and coffee mornings, the Royal British 
Legion, the Christmas Fair, and village litter picks. He previously worked in mobile phone 
design and robotics at the Atomic Energy facility nearby. He said that the Parish Council 
plays an important role in maintaining local control and confirmed availability to commit 
time to parish matters. 

Ellie Henderson (EH) said that she moved to the village two years ago and is keen to become 



 

 

more involved in the community. Formerly served as a police officer for five years and is 
currently on a career break, providing time to dedicate to local activities and home 
renovations. 

Stuart Mackie (SM) said he had been a resident since 2002 and has seen the village evolve 
significantly during that time. His partner has operated Life at Nettlebed for 15 years, 
demonstrating a long-standing commitment to the community. He has volunteered at the 
village fete, is Treasurer of the Cricket Club, and has led the village sign cleaning. He has a 
background in finance and IT and is currently undertaking independent contracting work. He 
supports local businesses and farm shops and brings a broad range of skills and experience 
gained in the corporate sector. 

Following a short discussion, co-option of the three applicants was proposed by Cllr Andy 
Bryan and seconded by Cllr Amanda Foister.   

Resolved unanimously that Conway Shaw, Emilia Henderson and Stuart Mackie be co-opted 
to serve as members of Nettlebed Council with immediate effect. The newly co-opted 
councillors signed their Declaration of Acceptance of Office, witnessed by the Clerk, and 
took their seats at the Council table. 

397/25 Update on progress from the Minutes – the Clerk/Chairman to report on progress of 
outstanding items which do not require further decision 

 Updates included below. 

398/25 Projects 

 i. Allotment Fencing – update and to discuss and agree next steps 

 Deer Fencing: Installation began the week of 6 October. Footpath Access: The Estate agrees 
in principle for allotment holders to drive along the public footpath - a short annual licence 
will formalise this at a peppercorn rate. Gate Access: Padlock keys will be provided on 
request Materials: TLGO materials to be paid upfront - invoice awaited. 

Resolved: To pay additional fencing cost of £103.72 for bolt-on padlockable drop bolts. 
Padlocks to be purchased, max £60. First dig-over for new plot holders will be funded by the 
Parish Council. 

 ii. New Play Area, Playtrail and Outdoor Gym – update and to discuss and agree next steps 

 AB provided an update following a meeting with Jessie Grimond (JG), GB, and JP regarding 
proposals for a new play area. Key points: A site beside the cricket pitch, linking to the 
existing recreational area may be considered for a new play area, outdoor gym, and 
playtrail. Parts of the existing playground wetpour surface could be incorporated into a new 
design. The entrance gate to the playground’s proximity to the main road, raises safety 
concerns where it is currently located, while access via a woodland walkway may be 
disruptive to cricketers and there would also be safety concerns about cricket balls if the 
play area was in the recreation ground. Woodland areas could be incorporated for gym or 
playtrail elements. JG is to be consulted on the design and location and kept informed on 
progress. 

During the discussion that followed TE advised that NSA holds a lease with Henley Cricket 
Club and Nettlebed & District Commons Conservators (NDCC) - the Estate wishes to 
maintain this, so any development on the recreation ground must balance these interests. 
AB/JP advised that NPC is due a Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) payment of 



 

 

approximately £49,000 in April 2026, which must be used to improve infrastructure 
(including play areas) - additional funding would be required for the project through grant 
funding and fundraising. There was some enthusiasm for a vision of a recreational/sporting 
‘age trail’ in Nettlebed, designed to cater to all ages with age-appropriate equipment. The 
trail would allow users to progress from one activity to the next as they grow, fostering a 
sense of community, belonging, and engagement. Action: Jack Shayler and ST to meet and 
develop preliminary proposals to be shared in due course. 

 iii. Cycle Path – proposed by AF 

 AF outlined the proposal to join up the Nettlebed-Bix cycle route. A cost estimate is needed 
and funding - potentially through Sustrans. Local cycle groups have provided some feedback 
on the idea. Action: AF to provide a plan for the proposed route. Action: BH to provide 
details of relevant OCC contact.  

399/25 Governance and Consultations 

 None 

 i. Policy Review – to review the policies 

 No policies for review 

400/25 Grants – to consider any grant applications received 

 An application has been received from Nettlebed Sports Association requesting £500 
funding towards their Christmas Fundraiser. Resolved: to award NSA £300 (the remaining 
funds in the grant pot). 

401/25 Crocker End Green Management Committee (CEGCMC) – update AB 

 Next CEGCMC meeting on 2nd December 6pm. Bylaws: Progress has been delayed while 
SODC consult their legal team. Sonning Common Green Gym: AB will contact Martin Rhodes 
to book their help for next year and GB, who is a Green Gym participant, will help liaise and 
ensure we make our needs clear. Some concern expressed that branch cuttings are being 
collected and put under trees to rot as there may be a risk of disease. AB will check 
Management Plan to see if this is mentioned. Grass Cutting: Jo Overment will contact 
Richard Hunt to ensure that we are all agreed on the plans going forward. The latest 
GigaClear work has left a mess at the planned wild flower zone at the south east of the 
common. AB will contact GigaClear to ensure the road materials are removed and it is left 
neat and tidy. Yellow Rattle seeds have been purchased and passed on to the Committee. 
Minutes of the meeting of 23rd Sept will be produced and circulated asap. 

402/25 Accounts & Finance 

 i. Budget Review 2025-26 

 The budget was reviewed – there were no concerns. 

 ii. Draft Budget 2026-27 Review  

 Action: SM, EH & JP meeting to finalise the draft 2026/27. The completed draft to be 
circulated.  

 iii. VAT Reclaim – to agree  

 Resolved:  Clerk to submit VAT reclaim 1.2.25-31.08.25 for £859.90 

 iv. To receive the Finance Report and Budget Monitoring Report, previously circulated 



 

 

 Resolved: to accept the Finance Report 01.09.25-30.09.25  

 v. To acknowledge scrutiny and acceptance of the bank statements, previously circulated 

 Resolved: Community Account and Premium Account bank statements were reviewed and 
accepted 

 

  Bank Statements Bank Transactions 

 As at 10th September 2025 As at 30th September 2025 

Community Account Balance £19,368.53 £4,457.17 

  

Business Premium Account 
Balance 

£40,641.84 £52,641.84 

 

 vi. Income Received – to acknowledge payments received and transfers between accounts 

 As listed below.  
 

Payment 
Method Ref Payee/Description Payment Inc VAT 

 

CR 105 Bank interest received £156.48 
GIRO 103 SODC Precept (second half) £15,500.00 
TRF 113 Transfer from Community Acc to Business Premium Acc  £12,000.00 

 

 vii. Invoices for Payment – to consider and approve invoices for payment itemised on the 
schedule below: 

 Resolved: to agree the following payments which Cllr Ondrej Zacko would authorise. 
 

Payment 
Method 

Ref Payee/Description Payment Inc VAT 
 

BACS 97 HMRC 6 Sept to 5 Oct month 6 pay 18.10  £202.33 
BACS 98 LGPS  6 Sept to 5 Oct month 6 pay 18.10 £361.07   
SO 99 Salary - Oct month 7 due 28.10  £tbc   
BACS 100 PATA Payroll Services salary and arrears calculation £15.00 
BACS 101 Shield Maintenance  £6.50 
BACS 102 Shield Maintenance  £6.50 
DC 104 Meadowmania  £165.98 
BACS 106 The Village Club  £800.00 
DC 107 Playdale  £228.79 
DD 108 ID Mobile – Oct Invoice - due 17.10 £6.00   
DC 109 The Poppy Appeal £25.00 
BACS 110 The Landscape Group Oxford - Sept maintenance £510.85   
DC 111 CPRE  £60.00 
BACS 112 Oxfordshire South & Vale Citizens Advice £450.00 
BACS 114 Denise Allnut – Internal Auditor £250.00  
BACS 115 Secure-a-Field – allotment gates (awaiting invoice) £3,770.06 

 

403/25 Training – to consider training courses and other training sources 



 

 

 Links to training opportunities had been circulated prior to the meeting. 
Action: JP to register EH & SM on OALC Roles & Responsibilities training. Cost: £115.00 each 

404/25 Planning 

 i. Planning applications – to consider all recent applications received from SODC detailed 
below and any other planning applications submitted and published on the SODC 
planning portal between the circulation of this agenda and the meeting. 

 P25/S2737/LDP 4 The Old Kiln Nettlebed RG9 5BA Single storey rear extension. 

 No response required. 

 P25/S2950/DIS Sue Ryder Home For Palliative Care Joyce Grove Nettlebed RG9 5DF 
Discharge of conditions 13(Surface Water Drainage) and 14 (Foul Water Drainage) on 
application P22/S2734/FUL (Conversion and extension of Joyce Grove (Grade II Listed) to 
provide 23 apartments, retaining all existing buildings and footprints with the addition of a 
first and second floor staircase extension to replace the existing fire escape structure to the 
north elevation of the building). 

 No response required. 

 ii. Notices of Decision – to note 

 The retention and continued use of prefabricated classroom unit, Block T2 for a further 
temporary period of five years at Nettlebed Community School, High Street, Nettlebed, 
Henley-on-Thames, RG9 5DA APPROVED 

405/25 Village Matters 

 i. Project Gigaclear – update 

 Full fibre broadband is now available to many homes and businesses in the Nettlebed area – 
check availability here. 

 ii. Allotment – update 

 Meter reading has been submitted. Water will soon be turned off until Spring. 

 iii. Play area – update  

 Action: AB volunteered to fit two new cradle seats, assess the lock on the gate following a 
report that it is not working and chamfer the half-round posts on the multiplay.  

 iv. Traffic Calming – update 

 Status: 3 x repeat ATC repeat surveys in Nettlebed was completed today (07.10.25) results to 
be circulated. 

 v. Village Maintenance – update 

 Dog Waste bin collections have increased from 1st Oct 25 to £2.75 per collection Resolved: to 
accept the price increase. Dog Waste bin for the Recreation Ground has been ordered. The 
Clerk received a call from a resident expressing concern about the appearance of the Elms 
Way and Priest Close verges, which are currently untidy. Some residents have been mowing 
the verges themselves to improve visibility and safety. Resolved: to request the grounds 
maintenance contractor to: Cut the wildflower verges in April, and resume cutting the full 
areas once the wildflowers have finished flowering. Action: Clerk to obtain quote for 
2026/27 from The Landscape Group Oxfordshire. 



 

 

406/25 Crocker End Green Common Management Committee (CEGMC) – update 

 Duplication of 401/25 – see above 

407/25 Correspondence – to note correspondence received not otherwise on the agenda where 
decisions are not required (other than adding to the agenda for a future meeting) 

  Daily Mail: Article about proposed plans for permanent traveller site in Nettlebed  
 Link for Town and Parish Council sessions - Planning  
 Email from resident re planning application P25/S2737/LDP x 2  
 OxRAIL 2040  
 OCC BetterPoints Oxfordshire sustainable travel and healthy lifestyles rewards scheme  
 Highways Depot Open Day - 27 September 2025  
 Emails – applications to become members of the Parish Council 
 SODC Email – renaming of Sue Ryder to residential apartments  
 Email from resident: Indicative Proposal for a Nettlebed Community Play and Sports 

Facility  
 Email from resident Child gate to play area not working  
 Call from a resident requesting additional bus stops on Watlington Street  

408/25 Attendance at Meetings and Reports / Courses 

 i. Nettlebed School & Community Centre (NSCC) – Joint Use Committee 

 The next meeting is on 27 October at 7pm via Teams – AF and GB to attend.  
 ii. To receive report from Nettlebed District Commons Conservators (NDCC) 

 No report 

409/25 Chair’s and Clerk’s Report 

   David Byers has carried out weekly inspection on the defibrillator at the Village Club  The 
Clerk reminded Councillors again to review their Register of Members’ Interest and Contact 
details held by SODC  The Clerk had a useful meeting with the Clerk at Nuffield Parish 
Council and will remain in regular contact. 

410/25 Items for information or next Agenda only  

  Action Plan  Speed Survey results  External Structures Report 

411/25 Date of next meeting 

 CEGCMC 2nd December - 6pm  

Full Council – 4th November 

 Meeting closed: 21:38 
 

2025 Meetings: 
 

4th Feb, 4th March, 1st April, 6th May, 20th May (Annual Parish Meeting), 3rd June,  
1st July, 2nd September, 7th Oct, 4th Nov, 6th Jan 2026, 3rd Feb, 3rd March 

 
 

 
 
 


