NETTLEBED PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Minutes of the meeting of the Nettlebed Parish Council at
Nettlebed Village Club, High Street, Nettlebed on
Tuesday 2" September 2025 at 7.30pm

Councillors
Present: Chair: Andy Bryan

369/25

370/25

371/25

372/25

373/25

Councillors:  Amanda Foister (AF), Geoff Bond (GB),
Ondrej Zacko (0Z)

In attendance: Jo Pugh (JP), Parish Clerk, Clir. Ben Higgins OCC

Also present: 5 members of the public

MINUTES

To receive and accept apologies for absence

There were none

Requests for Dispensations, Declarations of Interest, gifts and hospitality
There were none

To facilitate public participation with regard to items on the agenda
It should be noted that the time allocated for the public session is a total of 10 minutes for
all those wishing to speak.

Residents raised strong concerns about the Larch Cottage planning application (agenda item
382/25). One noted they had not been notified despite living next door and objected to the
extension’s scale, saying the extension over the garage would be overbearing, overlook
neighbouring homes, and reduce privacy. Loss of light, overshadowing, and a sense of
enclosure were highlighted, with suggestions that Velux windows would be more suitable
than clear glazing. Construction impacts such as noise, dust, loss of privacy during works,
and potential overlap with kiln works were also raised, with a request for restricted working
hours. Concerns included the thin sustainability statement, risks to protected tree, and
disruption to daily life. While stressing they wished to maintain good relations with the
applicants, residents remained worried about the proposal’s overall scale and impact.

To receive a report from the South Oxfordshire District Councillors for Nettlebed
ClIr. Jo Robb July report, circulated (15.07.25). JR did not attend.
To receive a report from the Oxfordshire County Councillor for Nettlebed

Cllr. Ben Higgins June report had been previously circulated — the September report will be
forwarded in due course. BH apologised for not having attended a Nettlebed meeting before
now, but for NPC to expect to see him more regularly. He highlighted the productive
relations with the Parish Councils in his division and expressed his willingness to offer his
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support with any issues. He highlighted the Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) update
in his report and gave an overview of the three options that were on the table:

Option 1: One Unitary Council - Oxfordshire-wide Replace the current six councils
(Oxfordshire County Council plus five district councils including South Oxfordshire) with a
single unitary authority covering the whole of Oxfordshire.

This is Oxfordshire County Council’s preferred option.

Option 2: Two Unitary Councils - North & South (including West Berkshire)
e Oxford & Shires Council: merging Cherwell, Oxford City, and West Oxfordshire.
¢ Ridgeway Council: combining South Oxfordshire, Vale of White Horse, and West
Berkshire.
This is South Oxfordshire District Council’s preferred option.

Option 3: Three Unitary Councils - City, North, and South (with West Berkshire)

He said that the Government is expected to make a decision on the reorganisation around
Easter. If approved, the first elections for the new councils would take place in May 2027.
Alongside this, as part of the devolution exercise it is proposed that a Mayor be elected, the
likely scope being proposed spans Oxfordshire, Berkshire and Buckinghamshire.

BH answered some general questions and the Chair thanked him for coming to the meeting.

To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 8t July 2025, previously
circulated

The Council RESOLVED that the minutes from the meeting on 8™ July be accepted as a true
record and were signed by the Chair.

Update on progress from the Minutes — the Clerk/Chairman to report on progress of
outstanding items which do not require further decision

e Nettlebed hydrants were last inspected in August 2023 and are on a 3 year rolling

plan. These will be inspected again any time after this August 2025 and August 2026. e
AB/JP to meet with Jessie Grimond re Play area Project — awaiting date from JG e JP has
cleaned the graffiti from the bus shelter windows. e A couple of residents had offered to
clean the village signs — AF to deliver the cleaning equipment e The broken bollard on the
pavement near The Cheeseshed was reported on FixMyStreet and has now been replaced.

Strategic Planning
i. Councillor Recruitment — to discuss and agree next steps

RESOLVED: AF to send out recruitment campaign on Facebook and Instagram, as previously
circulated to councillors.

ii. Action Plan — update
Cycleway. Item deferred to the next meeting.
Governance and Consultations

Community Governance Review 2025/26 extension to deadline to 19* Sept — RESOLVED not
to respond.

i. Policy Review — to review the policies



None to review this month.

378/25 Grants — to consider any grant applications received
£300 remaining in the grant pot.
379/25 Crocker End Green Management Committee (CEGCMC) — update

RESOLVED: to purchase 500g of Yellow Rattle seeds — c£140.00 to cover the three pilot
wildflower areas previously agreed. The area is approx. 375m2.
Next CEGCMC meeting on 23" Sept.

380/25 Accounts & Finance

Following a review of the mandate, the Barclays Bank Mandate has been updated. AB is now
a signatory on the account.

i. Toreview 2024-25 External Auditor Report, previously circulated

The Council acknowledged receipt of the external Auditor Report. There were a few minor
things to note: £1 rounding issue / Missed ticking Trust Fund disclosure box on Section 2.
Insufficient info provided regarding significant variances (later provided on request).

It was agreed that the Clerk will meet with the Internal Auditor to discuss and agree
adjustments to be made for 2025/26 YE and noted that the Conclusion of Audit has been
displayed.

ii. Toreceive the Finance Report and Budget Monitoring Report, previously circulated

RESOLVED: to accept the Finance Report 01.07.25-31.07.25
RESOLVED: to accept the Finance Report 01.08.25-30.08.25

iii. To acknowledge scrutiny and acceptance of the bank statements, previously circulated

RESOLVED: the bank statements were received and accepted

Bank Statements Bank Transactions
As at 8t August 2025 As at 313t August 2025
Community Account Balance £539.14 £1,210.11
Business Premium Account £46,485.36 £43,485.36

Balance

iv. Income Received — to acknowledge payments received and transfers between accounts

As listed below

Payment ..

Method Ref | Payee/Description Payment Inc VAT
TRF 80 | Bank Transfer - Premium Acc to Community Acc £3,500.00
CR 82 Barclays — apology credit £50.00

v. Invoices for Payment — to consider and approve invoices for payment itemised on the
schedule below:
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Resolved: to agree the following payments which Clir Ondrej Zacko would authorise.

T\:Z::::; Ref | Payee/Description Payment Inc VAT
BACS 87 HMRC 6 Aug to 5 Sept month 5 pay 18.09 £112.06

BACS 88 LGPS 6 Aug to 5 Sept month 5 pay 18.09 £302.57

SO 89 | Salary - Sept month 6 due 28.09 fthc

TRF 90 | The Landscape Group Oxford - August maintenance £510.85

DD 91 ID Mobile — September Invoice - due 17.09 £6.00

DD 92 | Castle Water 01.08.25-31.08.25 due 18.09.25 £25.53

DC 93 | Open Spaces membership £45.00

DC 94 | Open Spaces Legal Fund donation £25.00

BACS 95 Playsafety Ltd — RoSPA inspection £105.60

The Council noted that an agreement has now been made by the NJC with regards to the
Local Government Pay Scales effective from 1st April 2025 and RESOLVED: to increase
employees’ hourly rates, in line with this, with the arrears due from April 2025 to be
actioned by PATA Payroll in the September payroll. PATA Payroll will charge £15 for the
calculation.

Training — to consider training courses and other training sources

Training opportunities had been forwarded to councillors.

Planning

i. Planning applications — to consider all recent applications received from SODC detailed
below and any other planning applications submitted and published on the SODC
planning portal between the circulation of this agenda and the meeting.

P25/S1651/FUL The Forge Watlington Street Nettlebed

Removal of existing garage. Conversion and extension of The Forge to create a two bedroom
dwelling; with associated parking, turning, landscaping, private amenity space and access
arrangements. Erection of two detached dwellings; with associated parking, turning,
landscaping, private amenity space and access arrangements. Provision of car parking area
to serve numbers 8-12 Watlington Street.

No Objections

P25/S1798/HH Larch House, The Green, Nettlebed, RG9 5AX Proposed alterations and single
and two storey extensions.

Nettlebed Parish Council Object to the application for the following reasons:

Please note that at the time of the meeting, the adjacent neighbours at No. 5 The Old Kiln
Road had not been invited to participate in the consultation. This omission is of concern, as
they are directly affected by the proposed development.

The application documents lack sufficient contextual information, making it difficult to
assess the full impact of the proposal. However, particular concern arises from the proposed
extension above the garage, which would create an overbearing structure and lead to a
significant loss of privacy for No’s. 4 and 5 The Old Kiln Road. Although the houses on The
Old Kiln Road are positioned relatively close together, the original architects gave careful
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thought to maximising privacy between properties. It is requested that this principle be
upheld when determining this application.

The proposed foundations on the east elevation appear to extend into the root protection
area of a tree subject to a Tree Preservation Order (TPO). Any risk of damage to this tree
should be considered unacceptable. Should permission be granted, strict mitigation
measures must be required to ensure the tree is fully protected.

The orientation of the site means the proposed development lies to the south of
neighbouring properties - as a result, the loss of natural light is also of concern.

Finally, as a point to note, scaffolding works to the brick kiln are scheduled for May 2026. If
the building works were to coincide with these, the level of disruption to neighbours would
be considerable.

For the reasons set out above, the proposal raises significant concerns in relation to
residential amenity, impact on protected trees, and the adequacy of the consultation
process. It is requested that these matters are fully considered before any decision is made.

P25/S1972/HH Toyes Port Hill near Nettlebed RG9 5RL Field House
Two storey front and side + single storey front, side and rear extensions part retrospective.

04/08 Extraordinary Meeting was not quorate, however NPC had no objections

P25/52262/DIS Sue Ryder Home For Palliative Care Joyce Grove Nettlebed Henley-on-
Thames RG9 5DF

Discharge of condition 11 (detailed tree protection) on application P22/52734/FUL
(Conversion and extension of Joyce Grove (Grade |l Listed) to provide 23 apartments,
retaining all existing buildings and footprints with the addition of a first and second floor
staircase extension to replace the existing fire escape structure to the north elevation of the
building.)

P25/52238/DIS Sue Ryder Home For Palliative Care Joyce Grove Nettlebed RG9 5DF
Discharge of condition 7 (Construction Traffic Management Plan) on application
P22/S2734/FUL Conversion and extension of Joyce Grove (Grade Il Listed) to provide 23
apartments, retaining all existing buildings and footprints with the addition of a first and
second floor staircase extension to replace the existing fire escape structure to the north
elevation of the building

ii. Notices of Decision — to note

P25/S1759/HH Field House 14 Crocker End RG9 5BJ Application proposal, including any
amendments. Removal of existing porch, replaced with new cantilevered porch. East side
ground floor single storey flat roof extension with lantern roof. West side ground floor single
storey infill extension with tiled pitch roof porch over secondary entrance door. GRANTED

Village Matters
i. Project Gigaclear — update

Street Works Update:

29.07-05.08 High Street — Two Way Signals
04.08-06.08 Park Corner — Two Say Signals
03.07-15.08 Port Hill — Multi-way Signals
17.09-22.09 Crocker End - Road Closure — Granted
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22.09-25.09 Crocker End - Road Closure — Granted
08.09-17.09 Road between Crocker End and Soundess House — Road Closure — Granted

ii. Allotment — to consider fencing the perimeter and installing field and
pedestrian/bridleway gates across the footpath

The allotments are an important and much-valued community facility, but in recent years
they have come under increasing pressure from persistent deer incursion. This has resulted
in extensive damage to crops, discouraging plot holders and leading to a noticeable decline
in use. Vacant plots have become overgrown, contributing to the spread of weeds and grass
seed and further undermining the quality of the site. As the footpath runs alongside the
allotment boundary, this would require the installation of a gate at either end of the
relevant section to maintain public access while ensuring the integrity of the enclosure.
S147 Authorisation for installation of gates across the 306/2/10 footpath has been given by
OCC Countryside Access. The Estate have also granted permission for stock fencing around
the perimeter of the allotment and installation of gates. Three quotes had been sought,
however one contractor declined to quote.

RESOLVED: Following a discussion it was agreed to proceed with the installation of the deer
fencing, gates (a bridleway/pedestrian gate and a field gate at each end) and clearance of
the track to allow vehicle access through the allotment. RESOLVED: to engage The
Landscape Group Oxfordshire to carry out the work. Materials will be paid for in advance.
RESOLVED: To use CIL money to fund the work and c£500 from General Reserves.

iii. Play area —update

A new sign has been installed with updated contact details for the clerk. The RoSPA
inspection took place in August. RESOLVED: to replace the two cradle seats.

AB to look at chamfering the posts on the multiplay.

The Estate Office has advised that they are still looking into the viability of relocating the
play area to the recreation ground. AB and JP to meet with The Estate — date tbc.

iv. Traffic Calming — update

Status: 3 x repeat ATC repeat surveys in Nettlebed booked: Installation 29t September
Collection: 7t" October

v. Village Maintenance — installation of a dog waste bin at the Recreation Ground

The Council RESOLVED to install a dog waste bin at the recreation ground, subject to
approval of installation and location by NDCC/The Estate. Bin and Installation cost: £371.86,
plus fortnightly collection costs.

Crocker End Green Common Management Committee (CEGMC) — update
Duplication of agenda item 397/25

Correspondence — to note correspondence received not otherwise on the agenda where
decisions are not required (other than adding to the agenda for a future meeting)

e SODC - Local Government Reorganisation event

e SODC Press release: South Oxfordshire considers options for a new unitary authority

e SODC: Community Governance Review 2025/26 extension to deadline to 19t Sept

e SODC: Jo Robb: Improvements to Oxford / South Oxfordshire bus links — additional bus
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stop near Cheese Shed? (forwarded 14.07.25) ACTION: JP publish new Carousel bus
timetable on NNN and Facebook.

e Fareshare — Community Larder in Nettlebed

e SODC Register of Interest review

e Emails from Volunteers offering to clean road signs (2)

e SODC Press release: £521,000 boost for community projects in South Oxfordshire

e SODC Press release: Second round of Performing Arts grant now open

e OCC Tree Planting in Nettlebed Letter

e Gigaclear Street works update

e Henley Standard article forwarded by resident re deer fencing in Wargrave

e P25/51828/Ful Wider Implications of Application

e P25/S1828/Ful Response to application

e OCC Notes and presentations from July PTRs meeting

e Email from resident regarding air raid shelter in Nettlebed re P25/51651/FUL

e Email from resident re No Access to Bix Manor sign at the Nettlebed Roundabout.

e Email from resident regarding the missing top section of the Brick Kiln

Attendance at Meetings and Reports / Courses
i. Nettlebed School & Community Centre (NSCC) — JUC Committee

The next meeting is on 27 October at 7pm via Teams — AF and GB to attend. ACTION: JP
forward Joint Use Agreement to councillors. ACTION: AF to share minutes of last JUC
meeting.

ii. To receive report from Nettlebed District Commons Conservators (NDCC)
No report.

Chair’s and Clerk’s Report

« David Byers has carried out weekly inspection on the defibrillator at the Village Club «
15/07 The Clerk’s annual appraisal has been completed. «29/07 Councillors have been
requested to review their Register of Members’ Interest and Contact details held by SODC «
Clerk to arrange meeting in October with Internal Auditor re 2024/25 Limited Assurance
Review o A new battery has been installed in the defibrillator.

Items for information or next Agenda only
Results of the repeat Speed Survey
Budget

Date of next meeting
CEGCMC - 23 September at 6pm
Full Council - 7™ October

Meeting closed: 21:40

2025 Meetings:

4t Feb, 4™ March, 1%t April, 6™ May, 20" May (Annual Parish Meeting), 3™ June,

1%t July, 2" September, 7t Oct, 4™ Nov, 6! Jan 2026, 3™ Feb, 3" March









